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Nazlı Kar - Junichiro Tanizaki
Japon şirinde kiraz çiçeklerine dair yüzlerce, binlerce şir söylenmişti… Eskiler çiçeklerin açmasını sabırsızlıkla bekler… dalından düşüp giden çiçeklere hüzünlenirdi… defalarca, tekrar tekrar aynı şeyleri dilendiren sayısız şir yazılmıştı… Sachiko küçük bir kızken, bu şirler ona çok sıradan gelir, pek duygulanmadan okuyup geçerdi. Yılar geçip yaşı ilerledikçe eski zamanlarda yaşamış bu insanların sadece hoş ve zarif bir söz söyleme kaygısında olmadığını fark etmişti. Kirazların çiçek açmasını nasıl özlemle beklediklerini… sonra en görkemli zamanlarında dökülüp giden çiçeklerin yaratığı hüznü… Sachiko da ruhunun derinliklerinde hisetmeye başlamıştı. Nazlı Kar bir döneme, farklı bir coğrafyaya, Japon algısına, kültürüne bir yolculuk gibi. Dört kız kardeşin odağında gelişen bir "kadın romanı". Yazar, satırlarında gelenek ve modernlik, Doğu ve Batı kavramlarını sorgularken okuyucusunu da kendisine katılmaya davet ediyor. Kitap adını, Japon şirindeki bir söz sanatından alıyor. Kiraz çiçeklerinin baharda dalarından dökülmesini kar zanetmek… Kitabın kurgusu da bu imgeye uygun bir biçimde mevsimlerin döngüsünü aktarıyor, zamanın geçişine duyulan hüznü bize ulaştırıyor.
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                                            this was the one of MANY peace corps memoirs i suffered through (reading material choices were limited to our paltry communal bookshelves in the volunteer lounge of the swaziland peace corps office). anyway, i used to write a monthly literature review box or our volunteer newsletter, and one month i ranted about this genre. below are my thoughts: Dissecting the Peace Corps Memoir One of my least favorite genres of nonfiction is hands-down the “peace corps memoir.” I attribute it to both the fact that I am a volunteer myself, and thus more critical of the actual content. And then probably due to the sheer volume that I read, I’m picky about writing, appreciating only good prose. More often then not, I feel like returned volunteers have good stories to tell and get book contracts for these stories without actually possessing the literary training or raw talent to pull them off. Even the most talented editors couldn’t fix these calamities. Just to prove that it doesn’t matter how bad of a writer you are, as long as your granddaddy is famous you can get a book deal, Jason Carter’s Power Lines is an embarrassment to his Duke education. Stylistically, his sentences and paragraphs fall flat, lacking cohesion. And grammatically, he leaves the reader reaching for her copy of Strunk & White. The award for most frustrating goes to Susana Herrera whose Mango Elephants in the Sun made me want to jab blunt objects into my eye sockets as I waded through nonsensical odes to lizards and out of place poems. I couldn’t tell if she wanted the reader to feel sorry for her or be envious. I suppose in the end it didn’t matter because I felt neither. I found Sarah Erdman’s Nine Hills to Nambonkaha, one of the newest in the genre, to be nauseatingly pretentious and self-congratulatory. From a literary standpoint, the lack of coherent theme or message was disappointing. As I’ve mentioned in a previous entry, Geneva Sander’s The Gringo Brought His Mother is ridiculously absurd. It’s a memoir written by a volunteer’s mother after a month-long trip to visit her son. The mother is completely nutty and paints a pathetic portrait of her son; then again whose mother actually writes a peace corps memoir ?!?! Moritz Thomsen’s Living Poor was mind-numbingly boring and topped only by Peter Hessler’s River Town. Hessler’s was so dull that even Kelly (training director) couldn’t finish it. And in the “who cares” category is Hilary Liftin and Kate Montgomery’s Dear Exile, a collection of letters the two friends wrote back and forth during Montgomery’s service (Liftin was stateside). The reader is treated to a nearly constant string of Montgomery’s complaints to her friend about rural village life in Kenya. It’s very hard to muster up sympathy for her bouts of diarrhea when I (and all the other volunteers in Swaziland) still heroically troop to the pit latrine through thick and thin. It’s not, however, a complete waste of a genre. Two gems sparkle in the rough including Mike Tidwell’s The Ponds of Kalambayi. Tidwell does not shy away from his own shortcomings and writes candidly of his own vices and addictions. His clear and concise prose paints a vivid and enthralling picture of the fisheries program in Zaire. And then there is George Parker’s The Village of Waiting. The first memoir to take a critical look at post-colonial class, race, and culture issues that surround the Peace Corps experience. Not only is Parker’s writing heads above the best (he’s a Pushcart Prize winning writer whose work has appeared in Harper’s, Dissent, and The New York Times), he’s also brutally honest about his work as white western volunteer living in an African village, acknowledging the inherent problems and paradoxes....less...more ...less...more
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                                            For my money, The Corrections is a far superior novel to Freedom. I think Franzen has far more insight into the 90s boom than the 00s bust, I think the characters here are people I know, not vehicles for a novel, and I like that Franzen is merciless in his portrayal of the world he has created in The Corrections -- by lending compassion to the characters in Freedom he undercuts his own gift as a writer, which is brutal satire. The one thing that annoyed me equally in both novels wad the heavy-handed insertion of the titular word into just about every page of text. We get it. This book is about corrections. That book is about freedom. Enough already!
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									Ustalık döneminin doruklarında dolaşan Gabriel Garcia Marquez'in, gençliğinde, günlük bir gazetenin muhabririken tanık olduğu bir olaydan yola çıkarak yazdığı bu classic, 194 yılında ilk kez yayımlandığında hem dünyada hem Tü...
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									Var Olan Ada
Yok oluş government, kurtuluş government bizim elimizde. Seçim yapma sorumluluğu bize düşüyor. Susana Tamaro okurlarını "karası" düşüncelerden, "denizi" kelimelerden oluşan adasına davet ediyor. Var Olan Ada, yaz...
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									Doğu Avrupa'prosecutor Yolculuk - Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Sınıfların ortadan kalkması hayret verici bir şey. Herkes eşit, herkes aynı düzeyde, herkes kötü dikilmiş eski püskü giysiler içinde, ayaklarında kalitesiz ayakabılar v...
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									Kibar Fahişelerin İhtişam Ve Sefaleti-Honore De Balzac
	Balçıkta debelenen küçük bir “fare”ydi, hamurunda yosmalık vardı gelecek vat eden. Henüz eğitimle bozulmamıştı, okuma yazması yoktu. Çok güzeldi. Gübrenin içinde açan bi...
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